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Commissioner for Patents 
P. O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

Sir: 

In satisfaction of the duty of disclosure under 37 C.F.R. § 1.56, and in accordance with 
the provisions of 37 C.F.R. §§1.97 and 1.98, Applicants wish to draw the attention of the U.S. 
Patent and Trademark Office to the references cited on the accompanying form PTO/SB/08A, 
Substitute for form PTO 1449. In accordance with 1287 Off. Gaz. Pat. Office 163, October 19, 
2004, no copies of U.S. patents and U.S. published applications are enclosed. Copies of all other 
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LA. Filing Date: 
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February 20, 2003 
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Further, the undersigned certifies that the references listed on the enclosed substitute for 
form PTO-1449 were first cited in an International Search Report dated May 27, 2003, for 
counterpart PCT application PCT/JP03/01844. A copy of the International Search Report for the 
counterpart PCT application is enclosed herewith. 

Nothing herein shall constitute an admission concerning the contents of any of the cited 
references, nor shall the inclusion of a reference herein be considered an admission that the 
reference constitutes prior art against the invention claimed in the above-identified application. 
Submission of the present document shall not be construed as an admission that a search has 
been made or that better art does not exist. 

As far as is known to the undersigned, this Information Disclosure Statement is being 
filed within three months of the filing date of a national application, within three months of the 
date of entry of the national state in an international application, or before the mailing date of a 
first Office Action on the merits as set forth in 37 C.F.R. § 1.97(b), and therefore no fee is 
required. 

While no fee is believed to be due, if this belief is in error, the Commissioner is 
authorized to charge any additional fees which may be required, or credit any overpayment to 
Deposit Account No. 50-2319 (Our File No. 466570-00006; Our Docket No. 34781/US/RFT). 
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U.S. Patent and Trademark Office: U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE. 



Substitute for form 1449A/PTO 
(Modified) 
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Application Number 


10/505,307 


International Application Number 


PCT/JP03/01844 


International Filing Date 


February 20, 2003 


First Named Inventor 


Hitoshi ISHIWATARI 


Art Unit 


Not Yet Assigned 


Examiner Name 


Not Yet Assigned 
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Attorney Docket Number 


34781/US/RFT 
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Publication Date 
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Pages, Columns, Lines. Where Relevant 
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A1 


5,671,592 


09-30-1997 


Yuyama et al. 
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6,349,848 B1 


02-26-2002 


Uema etal. 
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Cite 
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Foreign Patent Document 
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known) 


Publication Date 
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Name of Patentee or Applicant of Cited 
Document 


Pages, Columns, Lines, Where 
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B1 


J P 3-41208 B2 


06-21-1991 


Tokyo Shokai K.K. 


With English Abstract 






B2 


JP 8-1 19202 A 


05-14-1996 


Yuyama Mfg. Co., Ltd. 


English Equivalent: US 
5,671,592 






B3 


JP 2000-103404 A 


04-11-2000 


Sanyo Electric Co., Ltd. 


English Equivalent: US 
6,349,848 B1 






B4 


JP 3-218201 A 


09-25-1991 


Shikoku Seisakusho:KK 


With English Abstract 






B5 


JP 2001-130504 A 


05-15-2001 


Yuyama Mfg. Co., Ltd. 


English Equivalent: 
EP 1 179 475 A1 






B6 


EP 1 179 475 A1 


02-13-2002 


Yuyama Mfg. Co., Ltd. 








B7 


JP 05-016929 A 


01-26-1993 


Fuji Mach Co Ltd 


With English Abstract 






B8 


JP 2000-142602 A 


05-23-2000 


Takazono Sangyo KK 


With English Abstract 






B9 


CN 489045 A 


06-01-2002 


Sanyo Electric Co., Ltd. 


With English Abstract 






B10 


JP 11-314620 A 


11-16-1999 


Yuyama Shoji 


With English Abstract 
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Commissioner for Patents, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450. 

If you need assistance in completing this form, call 1-800-PTO-9199 (1-800-786-9199) and selection option 2 

1155138J 



